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The Babylonian Exile 

• Period in Jewish history during which a number of people from the ancient Kingdom 

of Judah were captives in Babylonia.  

– After the Battle of Carchemish in 605 BCE, Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, 

besieged Jerusalem, resulting in tribute being paid by King Jehoiakim.   

– Jehoiakim refused to pay tribute in Nebuchadnezzar's fourth year, which led to 

another siege in Nebuchadnezzar's seventh year, culminating with the death of 

Jehoiakim and the exile of King Jeconiah, his court and many others. 

– Jeconiah's successor Zedekiah and others were exiled in Nebuchadnezzar's 

eighteenth year; a later deportation occurred in Nebuchadnezzar's twenty-third 

year.  

– These deportations are dated to ~597 BCE for the first, with others dated at 

587/586 BCE, and 582/581 BCE respectively. 

• After the fall of Babylon to the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 539 BCE, exiled 

Judeans were permitted to return to Judah.  

– According to the biblical book of Ezra, construction of the second temple in 

Jerusalem began around 537 BCE. 

• Archaeological studies have revealed that not all of the population of Judah was 

deported, and that, although Jerusalem was utterly destroyed, other parts of Judah 

continued to be inhabited during the period of the exile.  

– The return of the exiles was a gradual process rather than a single event, and 

many of the deportees or their descendants did not return. 
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Key Points in History of Judea 

• 330 BCE Alexander’s Conquest, including Judea and Egypt 

– Large population of Jews in Egypt following Babylonia Exile 

• 250+ BCE Jewish Scriptures translated into Greek 

• 167-160 BCE Maccebean Revolt 

– Jews win independence Antiochous IV of Seleucid Dynasty 

• 63 BCE Roman Invasion of Judea 

• 4 BCD – 30/33 BC Life of Jesus 

• ~50-70 CE Paul’s Letters 

• 66-70 CE Jewish-Roman War 

– Destruction of Temple 

• ~70 CE Mark’s Gospel 

• ~100 CE John’s Gospel 

• ~400 Jerome translates Bible into Latin “The Vulgate” 

• 1453 Fall of Constantinople 



Ad Fontes 

• 1439 

– Johannes Gutenberg first European to use movable type 

• 1453 Fall of Constantinople 

– Flood of Greek language documents to the Latin-speaking 

Western Roman Empire 

• 1516 Erasmus Publishes Greek New Testament 

– 1514 Complutensian Polyglot printed, 

 but publishing delayed until OT completed 

• 1522 Martin Luther publishes German NT 

– 1534 Martin Luther publishes Old Testament 

• English Bibles 

– Old/Middle English 

– 1611 King James  

– Modern Translations 



John 1:41-42 
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Aramaic in the New Testament 

 Talitha cum meaning “Little girl, get up!” (Mark 5:41) 

 Ephphatha meaning “Be opened.” (Mark 7:34) 

 Abba“Father” (Mark 14:36) 

 Raca meaning “fool” (Matthew 5:22) 

 Rabbouni meaning “teacher” (John 20:16) 

 Eli Eli lema sabachthani meaning “My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46) 

 Hosanna meaning “O Lord, save us.” (Mark 11:9) 

 Maranatha meaning “Lord, come!” (1 Corinthians 16:22) 

 Thomas meaning … 
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The Twin 



Hebrew Names for Books of Torah 
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Hebrew Names with “el” and “iah” 

• Daniel 

– God is my judge 

• Israel 

– Wrestles with God 

• Gabriel 

– Man of God 

• Emmanuel 

– God is with us 

• Nathaniel 

– God has given 

• Ezekiel 

– God strengthens 

• Samuel 

– The name of God 

 

https://www.etymonline.com  

• Elizabeth 

– God is an oath 

• Joel 

– The Lord is God 

• Elijah 

– The Lord is God 

• Isaiah 

– Salvation of the Lord 

• Zachariah 

– The Lord has remembered 

• Hezekiah 

– The Lord has strengthened 

• Jeremiah 

– from Hebrew Yirmeyah, probably literally 

"may Jehovah exalt," but Klein suggests 

it also might be short for Yirmeyahu "the 

Lord casts, the Lord founds," and 

compares the first element in Jerusalem. 

https://www.etymonline.com/


Names of God 

A diagram of the names of God in Athanasius Kircher's 

Oedipus Aegyptiacus (1652–54). The style and form are 

typical of the mystical tradition, as early theologians began 

to fuse emerging pre-Enlightenment concepts of 

classification and organization with religion and alchemy, to 

shape an artful and perhaps more conceptual view of God. 
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Biblical Names Ending in El 
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John, Jonathan 
• John 

– masc. proper name, Middle English Jon, Jan (mid-12c.), from 

Old French Jan, Jean, Jehan (Modern French Jean), from 

Medieval Latin Johannes, an alteration of Late Latin Joannes, 

from Greek Ioannes, from Hebrew Yohanan (longer form 

y'hohanan), said to mean literally "Jehovah has favored" or "Jah 

is gracious," from hanan "he was gracious.” 

• Jonathan 

– masc. proper name, biblical son of Saul, from Hebrew 

Yonathan, short for Yehonathan, literally "the Lord has given” 

• Anna 

– fem. proper name, from Latin Anna, from Greek Anna, from 

Hebrew Hannah, literally "grace, graciousness" (see Hannah). 
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Names with Ben/Bar 

• Benjamin 
– masc. proper name, in Old Testament, Jacob's youngest son 

(Genesis xxxv.18), from Hebrew Binyamin, literally "son of the 
south," though interpreted in Genesis as "son of the right hand," 
from ben "son of" + yamin "right hand," also "south" (in an East-
oriented culture). Compare Arabic cognate yaman "right hand, right 
side, south;" yamana "he was happy," literally "he turned to the 
right.”  

• Reuben 
– masc. proper name, Old Testament eldest son of Jacob and name of 

the tribe descended from him, from Greek Rouben, from Hebrew 
Reubhen, probably literally "Behold a son," from reu, imperative of 
ra'ah "he saw" + ben "a son."  

• Barnabas 
– surname of Joseph the Levite of Cyprus (Acts iv.36), literally "son of 

exhortation," from Aramaic (Semitic) bar "son" + nabha "prophecy, 
exhortation." 

• Barabbas 
– biblical masc. proper name, Greek Barabbas, from Aramaic (Semitic) 

barabba, "son of the father," or "son of the master." In Hebrew, it 
would be ben abh. In the Crucifixion story, the name of the prisoner 
freed instead of Jesus at the crowd's insistence. 



Adam and Eve 

• Adam 

– masc. proper name, Biblical name of the first man, progenitor of 
the human race, from Hebrew adam "man," literally "(the one 
formed from the) ground" (Hebrew adamah "ground"); compare 
Latin homo "man," humanus "human," humus "earth, ground, 
soil.” 

• Eve 

– fem. proper name, Biblical first woman, Late Latin, from Hebrew 
(Semitic) Hawwah, literally "a living being," from base hawa "he 
lived" (compare Arabic hayya, Aramaic hayyin). 

– Like most of the explanations of names in Genesis, this is 
probably based on folk etymology or an imaginative playing with 
sound. ... In the Hebrew here, the phonetic similarity is between 
hawah, "Eve," and the verbal root hayah, "to live." It has been 
proposed that Eve's name conceals very different origins, for it 
sounds suspiciously like the Aramaic word for "serpent." [Robert 
Alter, "The Five Books of Moses," 2004, commentary on Genesis 
iii.20] 



In The Beginning… 
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Greek Mythology 

The Louvre Museum in 

Paris, France 



Greek Primordial Deities 
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Essential Olympians and Titans 
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Two Greek Words for Time: Chronos and Kairos 

https://mckinleyvalentine.com/kairos  

Greek 

Hebrew 
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